
For intact females: 

 mammary cancer and

pyometra, a serious infection

of the uterus  

For intact males: testicular

cancer and prostatic disease

Unintended reproduction

Alter your dog after puberty; a recent study

provided breed-specific guidelines on ideal

spay/neuter ages. 

Alternative surgical procedures can control

reproduction while retaining beneficial effects

of hormones (ovary-sparing spay and

vasectomy). 

Keep your dog intact - some dog owners prefer

or don’t mind keeping intact dogs.

The decision if and when to spay or neuter a dog may depend on intention to
breed,  dog’s breed, an owner’s ability or interest in managing an intact dog, or
the environment a dog is living in. It’s important to be aware of the benefits and

risks of spay/neuter and find a veterinarian who can help make the right decision
for you and your dog.

Spaying and neutering prevents

reproduction, and reduces marking

or roaming. However, reproductive

hormones affect impact multiple

organ systems and functions,

including growth and behavior.

The movement to reduce the

euthanasia of shelter cats and dogs,

early spay/neuter became a

common practice. On a population

level, early spay/neuter controls pet

overpopulation, but on an individual

level, there are risks.

What You Need to Know About
Early Spay/Neuter: 

Reconsidering a Common Practice

In many larger breeds of dogs, this increases

the risk of orthopedic problems, including hip

and elbow dysplasia and patella luxation

Certain cancers including hemangiosarcoma,
osteosarcoma, and lymphoma

Obesity, autoimmune disorders,  and

behavioral problems

Ways to Avoid the Risks of Early
Spay/Neuter: 

In the Past ...

Risks of Early Spay/Neuter

SOURCES: 

An Overview

Risks of Later Spay/Neuter

Delays the closure of growth plates,

meaning growth will continue

prior to 6 months of age

Leads to a taller dog and changes in
conformation

The effects of early spay/neuter are breed, age, and

sex dependent.
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